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Optically active �-amino-�-butyrolactones were prepared in good yields and diastereomeric excesses starting from
(R)-cyanohydrins, accessible from aldehydes by enzyme-catalyzed HCN addition.
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A straightforward synthetic strategy for the preparation of the Lex neoglycoconjugate (11,11�-dithio bis[undecanyl-�-D-galactopyranosyl-(1�4)-
�-L-fucopyranosyl-(1�3)-2-acetamido-2-deoxy-�-D-glucopyranoside]) is reported. NMR analysis of the neoglycoconjugates suggests an
intramolecular Lex–Lex cis-interaction in water, which is destroyed by addition of methanol.
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bDipartimento Farmaco-Chimico, Università di Messina, Viale SS. Annunziata, Messina 98168, Italy

Tetrahedron: Asymmetry 13 (2002) 1923Lipase-catalysed kinetic resolution in organic solvents:
an approach to enantiopure �-methyl-�-alanine esters
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A sequential protocol was exploited for the resolution of �-methyl-�-alanine ethyl ester on the basis of the opposite
enantioselectivity of CAL-A and CAL-B.
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Tetrahedron: Asymmetry 13 (2002) 1941An exploration of asymmetric Baylis–Hillman reactions
catalyzed by quinidine-derived chiral amines
Min Shi* and Jian-Kang Jiang
State Key Laboratory of Organometallic Chemistry, Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
354 Fenglin Road, 200032 Shanghai, PR China

We used quinidine derived chiral amine 1 to catalyze the asymmetric Baylis–Hillman reaction of aldehydes with methyl
vinyl ketone (MVK) or (�)-naphthyl acrylate. Up to 49 and 92% ee were achieved, respectively.
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